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Beyond the Tour
a disconnected journey
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So you’ve completed the tour
You have grasped the syntax and are aware of headline language features.

You have no immediate work problem or, if you do, you want to know why Go 
might be an appropriate choice.

You “know” Go, but you don’t feel particularly confident with it.

You want to know where to turn next.
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Where next?
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Bill Glover Technology/Systems Architect

Things I’ve enjoyed doing:

● Online retail - Black Friday scalability
● Digital banking - exposing the mainframe
● Sounding Board - because a career in tech is confusing

Focus areas:

● Cloud Native - architecture, operations, failures
● Systems Architecture - more than just code
● Go - because I’ve come this far
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Why am I here?
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The journey begins...
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Time for a project...
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Use all the things
bufio

bytes

context

crypto/sha1

encoding/binary

flag

fmt

io

io/ioutil

log

net

net/http

os

os/signal

runtime

sync

syscall

time
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Ouch!
select {
case piece, more = <-pieceRequest:
default:

runtime.Gosched()
break

}
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Less is more… you don’t need to use all 
features in all programs!
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The journey continues...
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Time to focus...
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Byte by byte...
// look for the APP1 marker which signifies the start of the EXIF data area
b := make([]byte, 2)
for string(b) != App1Header {

_, err := r.Read(b)
if err != nil {

return m, fmt.Errorf("unable to locate the APP1 header: %s", err)
}

}

// the next four bytes indicate the size of the APP1 data area
size := make([]byte, 2)
_, err = r.Read(size)
if err != nil {

return m, fmt.Errorf("unable to determine size of APP1: %s", err)
}
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But what about camera DX456, Mk IId?
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Code is disposable…
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The journey continues...
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Time for something different...
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Client, Server, DB
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One project… three implementations
import (

//...
mysql "github.com/billglover/cards/cards-mysql"
//neo "github.com/billglover/cards/cards-neo"
//mgo "github.com/billglover/cards/cards-mgo"
cs "github.com/billglover/cards/cards-service"

"google.golang.org/grpc"
)

// csServer represents a cards service server. It holds references to the
// databases used to store cards and decks.
// TODO: use an interface here?
type csServer struct {

db *mysql.DB
}
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Repetition is not a crime… repeat 
yourself and repeat yourself often!
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The journey continues...
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Time for a distraction...
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Home automation
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Go isn’t always the right tool for the job… 
but don’t let that stop you!
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The journey continues...
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Time something useful...
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Digital Coin Jar
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Banking on the command line
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Banking on the command line
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Build things that you (or others) will use, 
even if only briefly!
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Things come together...
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A journey beyond the tour
Five things I learned:

● Less is more… you don’t need to use all features in all programs!
● Code is disposable… not everything you write will make it to production!
● Repetition is not a crime… repeat yourself and repeat yourself often!
● Go isn’t always the right tool for the job… but don’t let that stop you!
● Build things that you (or others) will use - even briefly!

And one ask:

● Next time someone asks how they should learn Go, don’t just send them a 
link to the tour, help them plan a journey.
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Beyond the Tour
a disconnected journey


